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No. JP 5701133 A (Yamada), and U.S. Patent No. 4,976,904 (Bilhorn). All of these 
references teach the claimed features common features between independent method 
claim 1 and independent apparatus claim 20. All of these references teach mixing 
devices that comprise a main cylinder connected to some sort of mold (extrusion mold) 
with a main screw, a main throw-in machine or station and a sub-throw-in machine or 
station. It is noted that the intended use of an apparatus claim is of no patentable 
consequence and thus any use limitations in apparatus claim 20 do not constitute 
common inventive features. As such, the special technical features of the claimed 
invention are not found to define a contribution over the prior art. 

3. A telephone call was made to the office of Wolf, Greenfield & Sacks, P.C. on 6- 
25-02 to request an oral election to the above restriction requirement, but did not result 
in an election being made. 

Applicant is advised that the reply to this requirement to be complete must 
include an election of the invention to be examined even though the requirement be 
traversed (37 CFR 1.143). 

4. Applicant is reminded that upon the cancellation of claims to a non-elected 
invention, the inventorship must be amended in compliance with 37 CFR 1 .48(b) if one 
or more of the currently named inventors is no longer an inventor of at least one claim 
remaining in the application. Any amendment of inventorship must be accompanied by 
a request under 37 CFR 1.48(b) and by the fee required under 37 CFR 1.1 7(i). 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Geoffrey P. Shipsides whose telephone number is 703- 
306-031 1 . The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday 9 AM till 5 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 



supervisor, Jan H Silbaugh can be reached on 703-308-3829. The fax phone numbers 
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for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned are 703-872-9310 
for regular communications and 703-872-9311 for After Final communications. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is 703-308- 
0661. 



Geoffrey P. Shipsides/gps 
July 25, 2002 
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